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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Sec. 6-1. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
 Construction valuation, when used to determine the permit fee, means the sum of all materials, 
equipment and market value of labor, profit and overhead to complete the work for which the 
permit is issued. When materials, equipment or labor is furnished by other than the applicant, the 
fair market value shall be included in the construction valuation. 
 
 Person means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association or other legal 
entity. 
 
 Temporary structure means any membrane structure, tent, reviewing stand, shed, canopy, air, 
cable or frame supported structure or as defined in the state building code or fire code. 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
Secs. 6-2--6-30. Reserved. 
 
 

ARTICLE II. PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS 
 
Sec. 6-31. Permit required. 
 
 It is unlawful for any person to engage in any activity for which a permit is required by any 
provision of this chapter or any other law or ordinance of the city without first obtaining the permit 
required under this section. 
 
Sec. 6-32. Permit fees. 
 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all fees for permits under this article, 
including investigation fees, shall be fixed and determined by the city council, adopted by 
resolution and uniformly enforced. Such permit fees may, from time to time, be amended by city 
council resolution. A copy of the resolution setting forth currently effective permit fees shall be 
kept on file by the city and shall be open to inspection during regular business hours. 

(b) When permit fees are based upon construction valuation, the applicant must provide the 
actual construction valuation as defined in section 6-1. The city shall review the construction 
valuation for accuracy, consistency and comparison with typical construction cost data provided by 
the state building code division. The submitted valuation may be raised or lowered by the city 
before the fee is determined and the permit is issued. 

(c) When work regulated by a permit has begun without first obtaining such permit, the 
applicant shall pay an investigation fee equal to the cost of the permit in addition to the complete 
permit fees before the permit will be issued. 
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Sec. 6-33. Refunds. 
 
 Permit fee refunds will be made only upon written cancellation of a permit by the permit holder 
within 180 days of permit issuance provided no work authorized by the permit has occurred.  The 
City shall retain an administrative fee equal to 20% of the permit fee up to a maximum of $100.  
Plan review fees are not refundable.  
 
(Ord. No. 2240-03, 4-21-03)  
 
Sec. 6-34. Permit applications. 
 

(a) Forms. All applications for permits shall be made upon forms furnished by the city for 
such purpose. All information requested on the permit application must be completed by the 
applicant for the application to be considered. 

(b) Investigations. All initial permit applications which require an investigation shall be 
accompanied by payment of a nonrefundable investigation fee to cover the cost of investigation. 
All applications shall be accompanied by the required fee and any and all other information or 
documentation required for issuance of a permit required under this chapter. 

(c) Proof of licensure. If a contractor is required to be licensed by the state or the city to 
perform the work regulated by the permit, the contractor must first submit evidence of a valid 
license to perform the work before a permit may be issued. Contractors with only a water 
conditioning contractors license shall be issued permits only for water conditioning work in a 
single-family residential unit in accordance with M.S.A. §§ 326.57--326.65. 

Sec. 6-35. Inspections. 
 

(a) Required. All work regulated by this chapter is required to be inspected. The permit holder 
must notify the city and request an inspection when work is ready for inspection. The request for 
inspection must be made in advance and during normal city business hours. 

(b) After-hours inspections. A permit holder may request the city to perform required 
inspections outside of normal city business hours when inspection of the work is an emergency or 
the nature of the work makes inspection during regular hours impractical. The request to the city 
for an after-hours inspection must be made in writing, and if approved, a special after-hours 
inspection fee as set by resolution of the city council must be paid before the city will perform the 
inspection. 

Secs. 6-36--6-65. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE III. BUILDING CODE 
 
Sec. 6-66. Minnesota State Building Code. 
 

(a) Adopted. The Minnesota State Building Code, established pursuant to M.S.A. §§ 
16B.59--16B.75, is adopted in its entirety, as amended, as the building code for the city. The code 
is incorporated in this Code as if fully set out in this section. 
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(b) Optional chapters adopted. As authorized by M.S.A. § 16B.61, the following optional 
chapters of the Minnesota Rules are adopted: 

 
(1) Minnesota Rules Chapter 1306, Special Fire Protection Systems with selection of 

Section 1306.0020 Municipal Option, Subp. 2. 
 
(2) Minnesota Rules Chapter 1335, Floodproofing Regulations, parts 

1335.0600--1335.1200. 
 

(c) Application, administration and enforcement. The application, administration and 
enforcement of the state building code shall be in accordance with Minnesota Rules Chapter 1300. 

 
(d) Violations. A violation of the state building code is a misdemeanor. 
 

(Ord. No. 2240-03, 4-21-2003; Ord. No. 2335-07, 9-14-2007) 
 
Sec. 6-67. Permits. 
 
 (a) Required. 
 

(1) The issuance of permits and the collection of permit fees shall be as authorized in M.S.A. 
§ 16B.62, subd. 1. 

(2) Permits are required for all work covered by the state building code including plumbing, 
electrical, private sanitary sewer, storm sewer, water service and fire service piping from 
the public main to the place of termination. All plans required to be submitted, as part of 
a plumbing permit application, will be reviewed by the city. A plan review fee may be 
charged. 

(3) Permits for work other than as set forth in subsection (a)(2) of this section may be 
required when specified in this chapter. 

(4) No person shall perform any work or allow work regulated by the state building code to 
occur without first obtaining a permit from the city for such work. No building permit 
shall be issued unless the proposal complies with section 36-39 of this Code of 
Ordinances. 

(5) Permits for private sanitary sewer, storm sewer, water service and fire service piping 
from the public utility system to the point of termination may be issued only to licensed 
plumbers or to a person holding a Minnesota Pipelayer or Training Certification issued 
by the Minnesota Utility Contractors Association and an unlicensed contractors bond 
certificate issued by the state department of health. 

 (b) Plumbing permit exceptions. 
 

(1) Permits are not required for the repair of leaks in a water supply, drain, waste or vent 
piping and valves. However, if any concealed trap, drain pipe, water, soil, waste or vent 
pipe becomes defective and it becomes necessary to remove and replace it with new 
material, such work shall be considered as new work and a permit shall be obtained and 
inspection made as provided in the state building code. 
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(2) Permits are not required for the clearing of stoppages in pipes and the removal and 
reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or require the 
replacement or rearrangement of pipes or fixtures. 

 
(3) Permits are not required for annual testing of reduced pressure zone (RPZ) backflow 

valves in potable water supply lines. A permit is required for the removal, replacement or 
reconstruction of RPZ valves. 

 
 (c) Permit fees. 
 

(1) Permit fees shall be set from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fees is listed 
in appendix A to this Code, and shall be approved and revised by city council resolution. 
Fees must be paid prior to a permit being issued. 

 
(2) A surcharge fee shall be collected on all permits issued for work governed by this Code 

in accordance with M.S.A. § 16B.70. 
 
(3) All other fees and charges associated with the permit required by other authorized 

agencies must be paid prior to issuance of the permit. 
 
(d) Term of permit. 
 
(1) Permits for plumbing, utilities and electrical construction shall expire by limitation and 

become null and void if the work authorized by such permit is not commenced within 
180 days from the date of such permit, or work authorized by such permit is suspended 
or abandoned for a period of 180 days at any time after the work is commenced. Before 
such work can be recommenced, a new permit shall be first obtained to do so, and a fee 
shall be paid as shall be set from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fee is 
listed in appendix A to this Code. 

 
(2) All other permits expire within 180 days of issue of such permits unless otherwise 

specified in this chapter or regulated in the state building code. 
 
(Ord. No. 2218-02, § 2, 2-4-2002) 
 
Sec. 6-68. Building demolition. 
 

(a) Permit required. No building structure or portion of a structure shall be demolished until a 
demolition permit has been issued by the city. Prior to issuance of a demolition permit, all utilities 
to the structure to be demolished must be disconnected, plugged or capped and approved by the 
city. A utility permit and inspection of the disconnected utilities is required by the city. 

 
(b) Exception. A separate demolition permit is not required for removal of accessory structures 

to single-family residential buildings when demolition is included in a building permit for 
construction of a replacement accessory structure of the same type on the same property. 
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(c) Deposit. 
 
(1) Prior to issuance of a demolition permit, the applicant for such permit shall deposit with 

the city a cash security as shall be set from time to time by the city and a schedule of 
such cash security is listed in appendix A to this Code. The city may draw upon the 
security for any expense incurred by the city for damage to city property resulting from 
any work associated or related to the demolition. The city may also draw on the security 
for restoration of the property where demolition occurred if the applicant fails to restore 
the property in a reasonable period of time. Restoration may include filling, grading, 
erosion control, fencing or any other action necessary to maintain the property in a safe 
and code complying condition. 

 
(2) The city shall return the security deposit or remaining balance of such security deposit 

within 30 days after the work authorized by the permit is found to be in conformance 
with the applicable state building code requirements, and restoration of the site is 
finished. 

 
(d) Inspection. The permit holder must notify the city in advance of demolition work and 

request an inspection to verify removal of all construction debris from the site before any filling 
occurs. A final inspection request to verify completion of site restoration is required before release 
of the security deposit. 
 
Sec. 6-69. Certificate of occupancy. 
 

(a) Required. Before any building or structure shall be occupied or used, in whole or in part, 
for any purpose whatsoever, a certificate of occupancy must be issued by the city pursuant to 
requirements of the state building code. No certificate of occupancy shall be issued unless the 
proposal complies with section 36-39 of this Code of Ordinances. 

 
(1) New, expanded and remodeled buildings. All new, expanded and remodeled buildings 

must comply with all applicable city codes and any conditions required under the permit 
authorizing such work before a certificate of occupancy will be issued. 

 
(2) Additional occupancies required. In addition to the occupancies specified in the state 

building code, R-3 single-family residential occupancies are required to have a certificate 
of occupancy issued in accordance with the provisions of this Code. 

 
(b) Temporary certificate of occupancy. The city may issue a temporary certificate of 

occupancy prior to the completion of all work, provided all of the following conditions are met: 
 

(1) The building substantially complies with all applicable codes and no imminent hazards 
exist. 

 
(2) The building substantially complies with the provisions of the state building code for 

allowing temporary occupancy. 
 
(3) The permit holder or owner responsible for completion of the work provides the city 

with a written agreement to complete all work required for issuance of the certificate of 
occupancy, specifying the items to be completed and the completion dates. 
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(4) All temporary certificates of occupancy shall include an expiration date. All work must 
be completed and approved by the city by the expiration date. 

 
 (c) Change in occupancy classification. 
 

(1) No person shall cause or allow a change in "occupancy classification," as such term is 
defined in the state building code, of any building or portion of a building without first 
receiving a certificate of occupancy in accordance with this section for the proposed use. 

 
(2) When a change of occupancy is not included with an approved building permit, the 

owner or representative is required to complete a permit application for a change in 
occupancy classification and pay the application fee which fee shall be set and approved 
from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fees is listed in appendix A to this 
Code. 

 
(3) The applicant for a change in occupancy classification must make the building where the 

change of occupancy is requested available for inspection by the city during normal city 
business hours. 

 
(4) A certificate of occupancy may be issued following inspection for conformance with all 

applicable codes for the proposed occupancy. A temporary certificate of occupancy may 
be issued in accordance with the provisions for temporary certificates of occupancy as 
set forth in subsection (b) of this section if correction work on the property which does 
not constitute a hazard must be completed. 

 
(Ord. No. 2218-02, § 2, 2-4-2002) 
 
 
Sec. 6-70. Temporary structures. 
 

(a) No person shall erect, install or place a temporary structure within the city without first 
having obtained a permit from the city for such temporary structure. 

 
(b) The temporary structure permit shall contain an expiration date not to exceed 180 days, at 

which time the temporary structure shall be removed. 
 
(c) The city may renew temporary structure permits upon reapplication and payment of the 

required temporary structure permit fee, which fee shall be set from time to time by the city and a 
schedule of such fees is listed in appendix A to this Code, provided that the temporary structure is 
not erected for more than 180 days in any 270-day period. 
 
 
Secs. 6-71--6-100. Reserved. 
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ARTICLE IV. MOVING BUILDINGS* 
 
 
Sec. 6-101. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
 Building means a structure designed, built or occupied as a shelter or roofed enclosure for 
persons, animals or property and used for residential, business, mercantile, storage, commercial, 
industrial, institutional, assembly, educational or recreational purposes. 
 
 Road authority means the commissioner, as to trunk highways; the county board, as to county 
state-aid highways and county highways; the town board, as to town roads; and the governing 
bodies of cities when the governing bodies or city streets are specifically referred to. 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
---------- 
 *Cross reference(s)--Environment and public health, ch. 12. 
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Sec. 6-102. Building mover's license. 
 
 It is unlawful for any person to move, remove or hold up any building within the limits of the 
city without a license to do so issued by the state. 
 
Sec. 6-103. Building moving permits. 
 

(a) Required. It is unlawful for a licensed building mover to move any building over, along or 
across any highway, street or alley in the city without first obtaining a building moving permit 
from the city. 

 
(b) Exception. A building moving permit is not required for merely transporting buildings 

through the city, (i.e., where the building does not originate in the city and is not being located 
within the city), provided the road authority has issued a permit for moving the building on a road 
under the road authority's jurisdiction. 

 
(c) Application. All applications for building moving permits shall be made at least three days 

prior to the proposed moving date. 
 
(d) Fees. Permit fees shall be set from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fees is 

listed in appendix A to this Code. 
 
 

Sec. 6-104. Deposit for expense. 
 

(a) Amount. Upon receipt of an application for a building moving permit, the city shall obtain 
an estimate of the expenses that will be incurred in removing and replacing any electric wires, 
street lamps or pole lines belonging to the city, or any other property of the city, the removal and 
replacement of which will be required by reason of the moving of the building through the city, 
together with the cost of materials necessary to be used in making such removals or replacements. 
Prior to issuance of the building moving permit, the applicant for such permit shall provide the city 
with a cash security equal to the amount of the estimated expenses. 

 
(b) Deposit refund. After the building has been moved, the city shall determine all expenses 

incurred in removing and replacing all city property, and of all material used in the removal and 
replacement, together with a statement of all damages caused to or inflicted upon city property. The 
city shall return to the applicant all deposits after a sum sufficient to pay for all of the costs, 
expenses and damages done to city property by reason of the removal of the building has been 
deducted from the deposit. 

 
(c) Expenses above deposit. The permittee shall be liable for all expenses, damages or costs in 

excess of deposited amounts or securities, and the city attorney shall prosecute an action against the 
permittee in a court of competent jurisdiction for the recovery of such damages, costs or expenses 
if such are not paid within 30 days of notification. 
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(d) Unsafe premises. If the permittee fails to comply with the requirements of this article, the 
city shall proceed to do all work necessary to leave the original premises in a safe and sanitary 
condition, if the removal site is located within the city. The cost of the work shall be charged 
against the deposit and/or the permittee's bond held by the commissioner of transportation. 
 
Sec. 6-105. Grounds for refusal to issue permit. 
 
 The city shall refuse to issue a permit upon a finding that: 
 

(1) Any application requirement or any fee has not been complied with; 
 
(2) The building is too large to move without endangering persons or property in the city; 
 
(3) The building is in such a state of deterioration or disrepair or is otherwise so structurally 

unsafe that it could not be moved without endangering persons and property in the city; 
 
(4) The building is structurally unsafe or unfit for the purpose for which it is to be moved, if 

the location to which the building is to be moved is in the city; 
 
(5) The applicant's equipment is unsafe, and persons or property would be endangered by its 

use; 
 
(6) The building would violate zoning, the building code or other ordinances in its new 

location; and 
 
(7) For any other reasons, persons or properties in the city that would be endangered by the 

moving of the building. 
 
Sec. 6-106. Inspections. 
 
 The city shall inspect the building to be moved, and the permit applicant's equipment to 
determine whether the standards for issuance of a building moving permit are met. 
 
Sec. 6-107. Streets designated for building removal. 
 
 The city shall designate in the building moving permit the streets, railroad crossings and 
bridges within the city over which the building may be moved. The city shall work with the 
appropriate road authority in determining the designated streets and times which the building may 
be moved over such streets. In making their determinations the road authority and city shall act to 
ensure maximum safety to persons and property in the city, and to minimize congestion and traffic 
hazards on public streets. 
 
Sec. 6-108. Duties of permittee. 
 
 Every permittee under this article shall: 
 

(1) Move a building only over streets designated for such use in the written building moving 
permit. 
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(2) Notify the road authority and the city in writing of any change in the desired moving 

date and hours as proposed in the permit application. 
 
(3) Notify the road authority and city in writing of any and all damage done to city property 

or any public utility property as a result of the moving of the building, within 24 hours 
after the damage or injury has occurred. 

 
(4) Display warning lights on every side of the building during the nighttime and warning 

flags during the daytime while the building is being moved or standing on a street, in 
such a manner as to warn the public of the obstruction, and shall at all times erect and 
maintain barricades across the streets in such manner as to protect the public from 
damage or injury by reason of the removal of the building. Warning lights with open 
flames shall not be used. 

 
(5) Remove the building from city streets within the time specified in the building moving 

permit, unless an extension is granted by the city. 
 
(6) Comply with the building code, chapter 36 of this Code and all other applicable 

ordinances and laws in moving the building and/or removing or relocating the building 
within the city. 

 
(7) Pay the expense of any traffic officer ordered by the city to accompany the movement of 

the building and to protect the public from injury at a rate set from time to time by the 
city in the schedule of fees listed in appendix A to this Code. 

 
(8) Remove all rubbish and materials and fill all excavations with approved fill to existing 

grade at the original building site, if located within the city, so that the premises are left 
in a safe and sanitary condition. 

 
(9) Plug the sewer with a concrete stopper, shut off water and return the water meter to the 

city if the original building site is within the city. The permittee shall notify the gas and 
electric service companies to remove their services. 

 
(10) Complete promptly, within 90 days after the building relocation, all remodeling, 

additions or repairs as shown on the plans accompanying the application. 
 
Secs. 6-109--6-140. Reserved. 
 
 
ARTICLE V. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE 
 
Sec. 6-141. General requirements. 
 

(a) The requirements of this article apply to all buildings, structures and property within the 
city. 

 
(b) All buildings and portions of buildings, including mechanical, electrical, plumbing and 

other building systems, previously constructed or installed in accordance with city and state codes 
must be maintained in conformance with the requirements of the codes in effect at the time of 
construction or installation. 
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(c) State statutes and codes which apply to or affect existing buildings are considered part of 

this Code. 
 
(d) Specific requirements of other sections of this Code, including, but not limited to, zoning, 

fire and nuisances, shall supersede the general requirements of this article. 
 
(e) In cases where a conflict may occur between requirements of this article or other codes, the 

requirement providing the greatest degree of life safety, property maintenance and general welfare 
to the city shall govern. 
 
Sec. 6-142. Code adopted. 
 
 The International Property Maintenance Code, 2003 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council is adopted as the property maintenance code of the city, for the control of buildings 
and structures as provided in this article; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, 
conditions and terms of such code are referred to, adopted and made a part of this article, as if fully 
set out in this section, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes as set forth in section 6-
143. 
 
(Ord. No. 2258-03, § 1, 12-1-03) 
 
Sec. 6-143. Revisions. 
 

The following sections of the International Property Maintenance Code, 2003 edition, are 
revised as follows: 
 
Section 101.1. Title. Amended to read: These regulations shall be known as the Property 
Maintenance Code of the City of St. Louis Park, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

Section 102.3. Application of other codes. Amended to read: Repairs, additions or alterations to a 
structure or changes of occupancy shall be done in accordance with the procedures and provisions 
of the Minnesota State Building Code and the City of St. Louis Park Code of Ordinances. 

Section 102.7. Referenced codes and standards. Amended to read: All references to other codes or 
standards within this Code shall mean the applicable provisions of St. Louis Park Code of 
Ordinances or Minnesota State Building Code, whichever is the most restrictive requirement 
permitted under statute. 

Section 103.2. Appointment. Amended to read: The director of inspections shall be the code 
official. 

Section 103.5 Fees. Deleted. 

Section 106.3 Prosecution of violation. Amended to read: Any person failing to comply with a 
notice of violation or order served in accordance with Section 107 shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and the violation shall be deemed a strict liability offense. If the notice of violation 
is not complied with, the code official shall institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity 
to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful 
occupancy of the structure in violation of the provisions of this code or of the order or direction 
made pursuant thereto. Any expenses incurred in carrying out the enforcement of the provisions of 
this ordinance shall be included as an assessment for a service against the property by the City 
Clerk. 
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Section 107.1 Notice to person responsible. Amended to read: Whenever the code official 
determines that there has been a violation of this code or has grounds to believe that a violation has 
occurred, notice shall be given in the manner prescribed in Sections 107.2 and 107.3 to the person 
responsible for the violation as specified in this code. The code official shall also provide notice as 
provided in Section 108.3. 
 
Section 107.2 Form. Subsection 5. Deleted. 
 
Section 107.2 Form. Subsection 6. Deleted. 
 
Section 107.5 Transfer of ownership. Deleted. 
 
Section 108.1 General. Amended to read: When a structure or equipment is found by the code 
official to be unsafe, or when a structure is found unfit for human occupancy, or is found unlawful, 
such structure shall be subject to the provisions of this code. 
 
Section 108.2 Closing of vacant structures. Amended to read: If the structure is vacant and unfit 
for human habitation and occupancy, and is not in danger of structural collapse, the code official is 
authorized to post the premises and order the structure closed up so as not to be an attractive 
nuisance. Upon failure of the owner to close up the premises within the time specified in the order, 
the code official shall cause the premises to be closed and secured through any available public 
agency or by contract or arrangement by private persons and the cost thereof shall be assessed to 
the real estate upon which the structure is located. 
 
Section 108.3 Notice. Amended to read: Whenever a code official has determined a structure or 
equipment is unsafe, a structure is unfit for human occupancy or a structure is unlawful under the 
provisions of this section, notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure 
affected by such notice and served on the owner or the person or persons responsible for the 
structure in accordance with Section 107.3. If the notice pertains to equipment, it shall also be 
placed on the unsafe equipment. The notice shall be in the form prescribed in Section 107.2. 
 
Section 108.4 Posting. Amended to read: Upon failure of the owner or persons responsible to 
comply with the notice provisions within the time given, the code official shall place a posting on 
the premises or on the defective equipment which shall provide a statement of the penalties for 
occupying the premises, operating the equipment or removing the posting. 
 
Section 108.4.1 Posting removal. Amended to read: The code official shall remove the posting 
whenever the defect or defects upon which the enforcement action and posting were based have 
been eliminated. Any person who defaces or removes a posting without the approval of the code 
official shall be subjected to the penalties provided by this code. 
 
Section 108.5 Prohibited occupancy. Amended to read: Any occupied structure posted by the code 
official shall be vacated as ordered by the code official. Any person who shall occupy a posted 
premises or shall operated posted equipment, and any owner or person responsible for the premises 
who shall let anyone occupy a posted premises or operate posted equipment, shall be liable for the 
penalties provided by this code. 
 
Section 108.6. Removal of placard. Deleted. 
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§ 6-143 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
 
 
Section 111.1. Request for appeal hearing. Amended to read: Any person directly affected by a 
decision of the code official or a notice or order issued under this code shall have the right to an 
appeal hearing when requested in writing to the city. The hearing shall be held within 20 days of 
the city receiving a request for appeal. A request for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true 
intent of this code or the rules legally adopted under this code have been incorrectly interpreted, the 
provisions of this code do not fully apply or the requirements of this code are adequately satisfied 
by other means, or that strict application of any requirement of this code would cause undue 
hardship. 
 

Section 111.2. Hearing official. Amended to read: The city manager or his/her appointed designee 
shall serve as the hearing official for all appeals of this code. The hearing official shall consider all 
relevant evidence, documents and verbal presentations submitted during the hearing from the 
appeals applicant and the code official. Within ten days following the appeal hearing, the hearing 
official shall notify the applicant and code official in writing of the decision. 
 

Section 111.3. Limitations of authority. Amended to read: The hearing official shall have no 
authority to waive fire and life safety requirements under the jurisdiction of the fire chief or to 
approve a condition that would create a violation of the Minnesota State Building Code. 
 

Section 111.4. Stays of enforcement. Amended to read: Appeal requests, except for imminent 
danger orders or hazardous building notices, shall stay the enforcement of the notice and order until 
the hearing official has notified the applicant and code official in writing of a decision on the 
appeal. 
 

Section 201.3. Terms defined in other codes. Amended to read: Where terms are not defined in this 
code and are defined in the St. Louis Park Code of Ordinances or the Minnesota State Building 
Code, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in those codes. 
 

Section 202 GENERAL DEFINITIONS – CONDEMN. Deleted. 
 

Section 302.4. Weeds. Amended to read: All premises and exterior property shall be maintained 
free from all noxious weeds or turf grass growth in excess of six inches.  
 

Section 302.8. Motor vehicles. Amended to read: Except as otherwise provided in this St. Louis 
Park Municipal Code of Ordinances, no junk vehicle, stock car, racing car, inoperative vehicle, or 
unlicensed motor vehicle shall be parked, kept or stored on any premises unless within a totally 
enclosed structure. No vehicle shall at any time be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair or in 
the process of being stripped or dismantled. Spray painting of vehicles is prohibited unless 
conducted inside an approved spray booth. 
 

Exception. 
Any vehicle is permitted to undergo major overhaul, including minor sheet metal or fiberglass 
panel repair and finishing, provided that such work is performed inside a structure or similarly 
enclosed area designed and approved for such purposes. Automotive maintenance and repair 
shall be limited to the owners/occupants who reside at that address. 

 

Section 304.3 Premises identification. Amended by adding: Property abutting alleys shall also have 
the street address posted so as to be visible from the alley. Address numbers must be placed on the 
building nearest the alley and meet the same requirements as for the numbers facing the primary 
street frontage. 
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Section 304.3.1 Multidwelling identification. Amended by adding new section to read: All units 
and rooms in multidwelling buildings, including, but not limited to, homes for the aged, hotels, 
motels, lodginghouses and boardinghouses, apartments and condominiums shall be identified as 
separate units by consecutive numbering or lettering which shall be placed on the door in Arabic 
numerals or English capital letters, with a minimum size of three inches and a one-half- inch stroke. 

Section 304.7 Roofs and Drainage. Amended to read: The roof and flashing shall be maintained 
sound, weather-tight, and in good repair.  Roofs shall not have defects or deterioration that allow 
precipitation to pass.  Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent dampness or deterioration in the 
walls or interior portion of the structure.  Roof drains, gutters, and downspouts shall be maintained 
in good repair and free from obstructions.  Roof water shall not be discharged in a manner that 
creates a public nuisance. 

Section 304.13.1. Glazing. Amended to read: Glazing must be maintained, securely held in place, 
and free from holes or missing pieces. No jagged or abrasive edges are permitted. 

Section 304.13.2. Openable windows. Amended to read: Every window required by this code for 
ventilation or egress must be easily openable and capable of being held in place by window 
hardware. 

Section 304.13.3. Storm Windows. Amended by adding: All openable windows with a single layer 
of glass, in rental dwelling units, must be provided with tightfitting storm windows. Storm 
windows may be temporarily removed to allow for the installation of screens during periods of 
warm weather. 

Section 304.14. Insect screens. Amended to read: When insect screens are installed over openings 
into any building they must be maintained in good condition, securely held in place, and free from 
holes or tears. 

Exception. Deleted. 

Section 304.14.1. Screens required. Amended by adding new section to read: All openable 
windows in rental dwelling units must be provided with tightfitting insect screens of not less than 
16 mesh per inch. Insect screens may be temporarily removed to allow for the installation of storm 
windows during periods of cold weather. 

Section 304.15.1. Landings. Amended by adding new section to read: Exterior doors, other than 
storm doors must swing over a floor or landing of at least the width of the door opening, extending 
from the threshold for a distance at least equal to the door width, and must not be more than eight 
inches below the height of the door threshold. 

Section 304.18.1. Doors. Deleted. 

Section 305.7. Food preparation. Amended by adding new section to read: All spaces to be 
occupied for food preparation purposes shall contain suitable space and equipment to store, prepare 
and serve foods in a sanitary manner. There shall be adequate facilities and services for the sanitary 
disposal of food wastes and refuse, including facilities for temporary storage. 

Section 307.3.1. Garbage facilities. Deleted. 

Section 307.4. Construction debris. Amended by adding new section to read: All debris from 
construction, remodeling, repair or demolition of a building shall be placed in approved dumpsters 
or contained to prevent scattering of any debris from the project site. 
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§ 6-143 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
 

Section 402.1. Habitable spaces. Amended to read: Every habitable space shall have at least one 
window facing directly to the outdoors or to a court. 

Exception. Where natural light for the room or space is provided from an adjoining room 
through an unobstructed opening equal to at least eight percent of the floor area of the 
interior room or space. 

Section 403.1. Habitable spaces. Amended to read: Every habitable space shall have at least one 
openable window directly to the outdoors or to a court. 

Exception. When the room or space is provided with a mechanical ventilation system 
capable of supplying conditioned or unconditioned air to, or removing such air from any 
space. 

Section 403.2. Bathrooms and toilet rooms. Amended by adding exception to read: 

Exception. Bathrooms or toilet rooms that contain only a water closet, lavatory or 
combination thereof may be ventilated with an approved mechanical recirculating fan 
designed to remove odors from the air. 

Section 404. Occupancy limitations. Deleted entire section from 404.1 – 404.7. 

Section 503.3. Location of employee toilet facilities. Deleted. 

Section 602.2. Residential occupancies. Amended to read: Dwellings shall be provided with 
heating facilities capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68 degrees Fahrenheit in all 
habitable rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms when the outdoor temperature is minus 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit or warmer. Cooking appliances shall not be used to provide space heating to meet the 
requirements of this section. 

Section 602.3. Heat supply. Amended to read: Every owner and operator of any building who 
rents, leases or lets one or more dwelling units, rooming units, dormitory or guestroom on terms, 
either expressed or implied, shall furnish heat in compliance with section 602.2 to the occupants 
from September 1 to June 1. 

Exception. When the outdoor temperature is below the winter outdoor design temperature 
for the locality, maintenance of the minimum room temperature shall not be required, 
provided that the heating system is operating at its full design capacity. 

Section 602.4. Occupiable workspaces. Deleted. 

Section 603.2. Removal of combustion products. Amended to read: All fuel-burning equipment and 
appliances intended for heating shall be connected to an approved chimney or vent to the exterior 
of the building. 

Exception. Deleted. 

Section 603.1.1. Appliance testing. Amended by adding new section to read: Central heating 
appliances shall be tested by a licensed mechanical contractor to verify that the appliance is in a 
safe working condition when evidence of malfunction, corrosion, deterioration or excessive interior 
carbon monoxide is suspected. 

Section 605.3. Lighting fixtures. Amended by adding: Lighting fixtures are not permitted within or 
above shelving space within closets and enclosed storage rooms. 
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Section 702.3. Locked doors. Amended by adding exception to read: 

Exception. Double-keyed deadbolts are permitted in existing single-family residential 
dwellings, residential duplexes and individually owned townhomes. 

Section 702.5. Sleeping room egress. Amended by adding new section to read: Every room or 
space intended or used for sleeping shall have at least one openable window or door opening 
directly to the exterior. The opening must be of a size and location which permits egress from the 
room or space. 

Section 704.1. General. Amended to read: All systems, devices and equipment to detect a fire, 
actuate an alarm, or suppress or control a fire or any combination thereof shall be installed and 
maintained in an operable condition at all times in accordance with the City Fire Code. 

Sections 704.2. through 704.4. Deleted. 

Chapter 8. Referenced standards. Amended to read: All references to other codes or standards 
within this code shall mean the applicable provisions of St. Louis Park Code of Ordinances or 
Minnesota State Building Code, whichever is the most restrictive requirement permitted under 
statute. 

(Ord. No. 2258-03; § 2, 12-1-03) 
 
Secs. 6-144--6-175. Reserved. 
 
 
 

ARTICLE VI. CERTIFICATE OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
 
Sec. 6-176. Certificate of property maintenance required; exception. 
 

(a) No person shall sell, purchase, give or transact a change in title or property ownership of a 
property with one or more buildings or structures without first obtaining a certificate of property 
maintenance from the city. 

 
(b) A certificate of property maintenance is not required when a certificate of occupancy is 

required for new construction or a change in occupancy classification. 
 
Sec. 6-177. Application. 
 

(a) Required. The owner or owner's representative is required to make application for a 
certificate of property maintenance before any property is offered for sale, gifted, transferred, 
contract for deed or other transaction changing the party responsible for the property. 

 
(b) Fee. At the time of application, the applicant for a certificate of property maintenance must 

pay the application fee appropriate for the type of building the request is for. Such fee shall be set 
from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fees listed in appendix A to this Code. 
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§ 6-178 BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS 
 
Sec. 6-178. Inspection. 

  
(a) Application. The applicant for a certificate of property maintenance is responsible for 

requesting an inspection of the property after making application and payment of fees. An 
inspection shall be made by the city to determine whether the property use is legal in accordance 
with city zoning requirements and the property complies with all applicable building, fire, health 
and property maintenance codes. The entire property and all buildings on the property shall be 
made available for inspection. 

 
(b) Special inspection. The applicant is responsible to have a licensed mechanical contractor 

inspect and test all central heating appliances which are over 20 years of age when the input of 
such appliances is not more than 400,000 Btu per hour. The tests shall verify safe operation, 
including, but not limited to, integrity of the heat exchanger, operating controls and venting. The 
mechanical contractor conducting such inspection and tests shall submit a written verification of 
the inspection results to the city and the applicant within three days after completing the inspection. 
 
 
Sec. 6-179. Compliance; expiration. 
 

(a) When the property use is legal in accordance with city zoning requirements and the 
property complies with all applicable building, fire, health and property maintenance codes, a 
Certificate of Property Maintenance will be issued by the city. 

 
 (b) A Certificate of Property Maintenance authorizes the transfer of property for a period of 
one year from the date of issue, and two years for individual units in multi-family residential 
buildings. The Certificate of Property Maintenance may only be used for property transfer by the 
owner named on the Certificate of Property Maintenance or the owner's legal representative. 

 
 (c) A one year extension of the Certificate of Property Maintenance may be issued following a 
re-inspection of the property and payment of a fee. Such fee shall be set from time to time by the 
city and a schedule of such fees listed in Appendix A to this Code. 
 

(Ord. No. 2361-08, 1-1-09) 
 
Sec. 6-180. Temporary certificate of property maintenance. 
 
 A temporary certificate of property maintenance may be issued by the city permitting the 
transfer of property, providing: 
 

(1) No safety or hazardous conditions exist on such property. 
 
(2) An agreement by the buyer, seller or other responsible person has been executed with the 

city, whereby the buyer, seller or other responsible person agrees to complete corrections 
to the property. 

 
(3) A security to ensure completion of any corrections to the property must be posted with 

the lender in the form of an escrow or with the city when a lending institution is not 
involved with the transaction. The security shall be in an amount at least equal to the 
retail value of the work necessary for compliance with this article. The escrow must be 
fully maintained until a certificate of property maintenance is issued. 
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Sec. 6-181. Violations. 
 
 Any and all violations of this article must be corrected in a timely manner. 
 
Secs. 6-182--6-210. Reserved. 
 
 

ARTICLE VII. INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS CODE 
 
Sec. 6-211. Code adopted. 
 
 The city adopts and incorporates by reference Hennepin County Ordinance Number 19, 
Individual Sewage Treatment System Standards for Hennepin County. One copy of such ordinance 
shall be marked "City of St. Louis Park--Official Copy," and such copy shall be kept on file in the 
office of the city clerk, and shall be open to inspection and use by the public. 
 
Sec. 6-212. Permit required. 
 
 A permit from the city is required for all work as specified in the individual sewage treatment 
system standards. The applicant must submit a permit application, complete plans and evidence of 
state licensing. 
 
Sec. 6-213. Fees. 
 
 Permit fees shall be set from time to time by the city and a schedule of such fees is listed in 
appendix A to this Code. Such fees must be submitted to the city before a permit will be issued. 
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