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Park Perspective is published by the 
City of St. Louis Park to provide 
residents with municipal news.

City Hall (8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) ....924-2500
Emergency .............................................911
Police (non-emergency) ........924-2618
� e Rec Center ........................924-2540
Westwood Hills 
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visit www.stlouispark.org.
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2012 City budget update

The city’s proposed budget for 2012 includes 
a pattern similar to 2010 and 2011 – a levy 
increase, a modest increase in other fees and 
charges where appropriate to fi t with business 
costs, maintenance of service delivery at 
current levels, holding expenditures fl at if 
possible with adjustments for some modest 
growth based on essential business needs, 
funding for a wage and benefi t contribution 
increase, utility rate increases, and continued 
long-range fi nancial planning.

In September, the City Council adopted 
a 2012 Preliminary Property Tax Levy 
of $23,830,726, which is an increase of 
$1,134,798, or an approximate 5 percent 
increase from the 2011 Final Property Tax 
Levy. This levy is utilized to support the 
operations of the General Fund, Park and 
Recreation Fund, Park Improvement Fund, 
Capital Replacement Fund, Pavement 
Management Fund and Debt Service. 
In 2012, residents will see an impact from 
the two replacement fi re stations debt service 
as well as legislative changes. As part of the 
2012 budget we will also be adding one 
additional Police Offi cer.

The State of Minnesota is no longer reducing 
total taxes through the Market Value 
Homestead Credit program and therefore the 
entire property tax levy will be paid by the 
taxpayers. This reduction in taxable value due 
to the Market Value Homestead Exclusion 
will result in a higher city tax rate. With 
less taxable value in the city, the total same 

levy as the prior year would still result in a 
higher city tax rate. Essentially, the reduction 
in taxable value shifts the relative burden 
of who pays, meaning the shift is to other 
property types, such as commercial/industrial 
properties and homes with higher values.

Therefore, the impact on the estimated city 
share of property taxes, based on a 5 percent 
levy increase, differs widely based on the 
value of a person’s home. For example, some 
property owners would see a decrease of about 
$17 per year, or approximately 2.6 percent, 
while other homeowners could see an increase 
of about $145 per year, or approximately 
4.5 percent. The city’s share of the estimated 
2012 preliminary property tax decrease 
would occur in more affordable residential 
homesteaded properties below approximately 
$193,000, while the increase in the estimated 
city share of the 2012 preliminary property 
taxes would occur in residential homesteaded 
properties over approximately $193,000. 
These fi gures are only for the estimated city 
share and do not factor in any change in 
other taxing jurisdictions such as Hennepin 
County and School District etc.
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Council expects to adopt a fi nal budget Dec. 19

Important upcoming dates: 
Dec. 5 – Truth-in-Taxation Public Hearing 
 on 2012 Budget

Dec. 19 – Council adoption of 2012 Budget

– Continued on page 2
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ParkPerspective
Experience VOTING in the Park.

2012 budgets 
continued...

2011 Election details
general Election: Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011, polls open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Precinct 
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Precinct 
12

Precinct 
4

Precinct 
6

Precinct 1 - Benilde/St. Margaret's High School, 2501 Hwy 100 S

Precinct 2 - Peter Hobart Primary Center, 6500 26th St W

Precinct 3 - Peter Hobart Primary Center, 6500 26th St W

Precinct 4 - Central Community Center, 6300 Walker St

Precinct 5 - St. Louis Park City Hall, 5005 Minnetonka Blvd

WARD 1

ST. LOUIS PARK 
POLLING LOCATIONS

44B

44A

District Line

Precinct 6 - St. Louis Park City Hall, 5005 Minnetonka Blvd.

Precinct 7 - St. Louis Park Recreation Center, 3700 Monterey Dr

Precinct 8 - Susan Lindgren Intermediate Center, 4801 41st St W

Precinct 9 - Aldersgate Methodist Church, 3801 Wooddale Ave S

WARD 2

Precinct 10 - Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, 8115 State Hwy 7

Precinct 11 - St. Louis Park Senior High School, 6425 33rd St W

Precinct 12 - Lenox Community Center, 6715 Minnetonka Blvd

Precinct 13 - Aquila Primary Center, 8500 31st St W

WARD 3

Precinct 14 - Westwood Lutheran Church, 9001 Cedar Lake Rd

Precinct 15 - Peace Presbyterian Church, 7624 Cedar Lake Rd

Precinct 16 - St. Louis Park Junior High School, 2025 Texas Ave S

Precinct 17 - Peace Presbyterian Church, 7624 Cedar Lake Rd

WARD 4

The City Council is also paying 
close attention to the impact 
of increased utility rates for its 
residents. Realizing that there are 
many variables in estimating the city 
impact on a residential homestead 
property, a “typical” property in St. 
Louis Park valued at approximately 
$220,100 for taxes payable in 2012 
and having typical utilities, would 
experience an overall increase of 
less than $4.30 per month or about 
$52 for the entire year with a 5 
percent levy increase and utility 
rate adjustments. Of this estimated 
$52 increase, approximately $35 
would be attributed to utility rate 
adjustments and approximately $17 
would be attributed to the city’s 
share of property taxes.

State law does not allow for an 
increase in the levy once the 
preliminary levy has been adopted, 
but the City Council does have the 
discretion to lower the levy at its 
Dec. 19 meeting.

For questions about the city budget, 
contact City of St. Louis Park 
Controller Brian Swanson at 
(952) 924-2683 or bswanson@
stlouispark.org.
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Experience VOTING in the Park.

2011 Election details continued…
Offices and candidates on the General 
Election ballot:

Mayor (4 yr. term)
	 Jeffrey W. Jacobs

Councilmember At Large A (4 yr. term)
	 Steve Hallfin
	 Justin Kaufman

Councilmember At Large B (4 yr. term)
	 Claudia Johnston-Madison
	 Jake Spano

Candidates on the School Board  
Election ballot:

4 board positions (4 yr. term)
	 Nancy Gores
	 Bill Levine 
	 Pam Rykken
	 Julie Sweitzer
	 Joe Tatolovich

Am I eligible to vote?
You may register and vote if you meet all  
of the following requirements:

•	 U.S. Citizen

•	 At least 18 years old on Election Day

•	 Resided in Minnesota for 20 days 
immediately preceding Election Day

•	 Not under court-ordered guardianship  
in which a court order revokes your 
voting rights

•	 Must have any felony conviction record 
discharged, expired, or completed

•	 Not ruled legally incompetent to vote  
by a court of law

How do I register to vote?
You may register to vote at any time except 
during the 20 days prior to an election by 
completing an application and submitting 
to the City or Hennepin County. You 
may also register on Election Day at your 

polling location with required identification 
to prove your residency. Voter registration 
applications are available at St. Louis 
Park City Hall, public libraries, and the 
Minnesota Secretary of State’s website: 
www.sos.state.mn.us. Please call (952) 924-
2503 for more information or to see if you 
are already registered.

Where do I vote?
See page 2 for polling locations, visit the 
city’s website at www.stlouispark.org/
elections.htm, the State of Minnesota 
website at http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/ 
or call (952) 924-2503 for more information 
on your polling place location.

What is absentee voting?
You may vote by absentee ballot prior 
to Election Day for one of the following 
reasons:

•	 Absence from your precinct  
(away from home)

•	 Illness or disability

•	 Serving as an election judge in another 
precinct

•	 Religious discipline or religious holiday

The easiest way to vote by absentee ballot is 
to do so in person at city hall starting 45 days 
prior to Election Day during the hours of  
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday - Friday.
Absentee voting started September 23 for 
the General Election. Additional hours 
include Saturday, August 6 and November 
5 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact the city 
elections office at (952) 924-2503 to request 
an absentee ballot application and for further 
information, or visit our website at:  
www.stlouispark.org/elections.htm

St. Louis Park Voting Locations:

WARD 1
Precinct 1 - Benilde/St. Margaret’s High 
School, 2501 Hwy 100 S.
Precinct 2 - Peter Hobart Primary Center, 
6500 26th St. W.
Precinct 3 - Peter Hobart Primary Center, 
6500 26th St. W.
Precinct 4 - Central Community Center, 
6300 Walker St.
Precinct 5 - St. Louis Park City Hall,  
5005 Minnetonka Blvd.

WARD 2
Precinct 6 - St. Louis Park City Hall, 5005 
Minnetonka Blvd.
Precinct 7 - St. Louis Park Rec Center, 3700 
Monterey Dr.
Precinct 8 - Susan Lindgren Intermediate 
Center, 4801 41st St.
Precinct 9 - Aldersgate Methodist Church, 
3801 Wooddale Ave. S.

WARD 3
Precinct 10 - Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church, 8115 State Hwy 7
Precinct 11 - St. Louis Park Senior High 
School, 6425 33rd St. W.
Precinct 12 - Lenox Community Center, 
6715 Minnetonka Blvd.
Precinct 13 - Aquila Primary Center, 8500 
31st St. W.

WARD 4
Precinct 14 - Westwood Lutheran Church, 
9001 Cedar Lake Rd.
Precinct 15 - Peace Presbyterian Church, 
7624 Cedar Lake Rd.
Precinct 16 - St. Louis Park Junior High 
School, 2025 Texas Ave. S.
Precinct 17 - Peace Presbyterian Church, 
7624 Cedar Lake Rd.

Elections results will be available at www.
stlouispark.org and ParkTV Civic Channel 17.



ParkPerspective
Experience SUCCESS in the Park.

St. Louis Park 
has achieved 
national 
recognition as 
one of America’s 
Promise Alliance’s 100 Best Communities 
for Young People presented by ING for the 
fifth consecutive time for its initiatives 
to help young people. The competition 
recognizes communities across the country 
that focus on reducing high school dropout 
rates and providing service and support to 
its youth.

St. Louis Park has dedicated the past 
20 years to transforming the way the 
community sees its young people with 
a specific focus on embracing cultural 
diversity. Three elementary schools are 
authorized International Baccalaureate 
World Schools and a fourth is a Spanish 
Immersion School. By investing $3 
million a year in youth programs 
during non-school hours, St. Louis Park 
makes young people its priority, now 
graduating 95.2 percent of students. 
Through the successful implementation 
of programs such as BARR, Children 
First and HEROES, students have 
access to leadership opportunities and 
quality education. By increasing youth 
involvement in community service 
projects, children learn valuable lessons 
about themselves and others.

“In a nation where 7,000 students drop out 
of high school every day, we hope St. Louis 
Park’s initiatives inspire other communities 
across the nation to take action to solve 
the challenges facing their young people,” 
said Marguerite W. Kondracke, America’s 
Promise Alliance president and CEO. 
“St. Louis Park is especially deserving of 
this recognition due to their efforts to 
ensure that their young people graduate 
high school and go on to lead healthy, 

productive lives. St. Louis Park refuses to 
let the challenges they face determine the 
future for their young people. Instead, 
they are helping their youth prosper and 
become contributing members of society.”

St. Louis Park will receive a $2,500 grant, 
signage identifying the community as 
one of the nation’s 100 Best Communities 
for Young People, and access to America’s 
Promise Alliance’s community 
development resources.

First held in 2005, the 100 Best 
competition is one of the Alliance’s 
signature initiatives and is part of its Grad 
Nation campaign, which is a 10-year 
initiative to mobilize Americans to end 
the high school dropout crisis and prepare 
young people for college and the 21st 
century workforce. The 100 Best honors 
communities large and small, rural and 
urban, that are making progress to help 
young people achieve their potential, 
which includes earning a high school 
diploma, securing a good job, and playing 
an active, productive role in America’s 
economic vitality.

All communities entering the 100 
Best competition completed a rigorous 
application where they provided details on 

how their existing programs and initiatives 
help deliver the Five Promises—resources 
identified by the Alliance as being critical 
to the development of healthy, successful 
children: caring adults; safe places; 
healthy start; effective education; and 
opportunities to help others. Applicants 
were also asked to describe how different 
sectors of their community work 
together to help children and families 
overcome challenges. Most importantly, 
communities were judged on the strength 
and innovation of their efforts and 
programs to help young people graduate 
from high school prepared for college and 
the 21st century workforce.

This year, more than 300 communities 
from all 50 states, the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico were nominated for the 
100 Best distinction. Winners were chosen 
by a distinguished panel of 20 judges that 
included: Marc Morial, president and 
CEO, National Urban League, Roxanne 
Spillett, president and CEO, Boys and 
Girls Clubs of America, and Michelle 
Shearer, Chemistry Teacher, Urbana High 
School, 2011 National Teacher of the Year.

The winners are a diverse group, ranging 
from small communities to large cities. 
A list of all 2011 winners can be found at 
www.americaspromise.org/100best

Being a 100 Best community not only 
demonstrates commitment to local young 
people; the award fosters local pride, 
bolsters economic development and shines 
the spotlight on the people and programs 
that are building better communities. The 
competition also facilitates the sharing 
of best practices among communities 
nationwide regarding education, access to 
health care, reading score improvement, 
youth service and pre-school enrollment, 
among many other areas.

St. Louis Park Named One of the Nation’s 100 Best 
Communities for Young People for the 5th consecutive time!
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“In a nation where 7,000 
students drop out of high 
school every day, we hope  
St. Louis Park’s initiatives 
inspire other communities 
across the nation to take 
action to solve the challenges 
facing their young people.” 
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Experience LIFE in the Park.
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Help is available 
for foreclosure 
issues
Worried about your next mortgage 
or home equity payment? Already 
missed one or two? Concerned 
about your interest rate changing? 
You’re not alone. There is help. Do 
you – or someone you know – need 
assistance? Nearby community 
agencies will answer your questions, 
offer free advice, and help you create 
a plan. All services are confidential. 
Don’t waste another sleepless 
night. Call today, because waiting 
limits your options. In St. Louis 
Park, contact: Community Action 
Partnership of Suburban Hennepin 
at (952) 933-1993. For more 
information, visit www.capsh.org.

Extended 
absence forms 
available
Heading out of town for the winter? 
You may be eligible for a reduced 
garbage rate if you are vacating your 
property for five or more consecutive 
weeks. (If you’re gone for less than 
five weeks, there is no discount for 
not setting out garbage.) To qualify 
for the lower rate, you must notify 
the utility billing office at least two 
weeks before your home becomes 
vacant. For more information, call 
(952) 924-2111 or download the 
Extended Absence Application from 
the city’s website.

New citizen alert tool keeps residents informed
Get alerted about 
emergencies and other 
important city service 
news by signing up for St. 
Louis Park’s new ParkAlert 

Program. This notification system enables 
the City of St. Louis Park to provide residents 
and business owners with critical information 
quickly in a variety of situations such as 
severe weather, weather-related parking bans, 
unexpected road detours or work, evacuation 
of buildings or neighborhoods, significant city 
service interruptions, and project and other 
special meetings.

Citizens will receive time-sensitive messages 
wherever you specify, such as your home, 
cell, or business phone, email, text messages, 
hearing impaired receiving devices, and more. 
You pick where; you pick how.

What is the ParkAlert Program? 
This service allows you to sign up to get alerts 
on your cell phone, work phone, text message, 
e-mail, home phone, and more. You can also 
choose the locations you want to be contacted 
about. You can receive notifications about 
emergencies and non-emergency events that 
may affect your home, your parents’ home, 
your workplace, and your child’s school, as long 
as those locations are within the boundaries of 
the City of St. Louis Park. The information you 
enter is protected and will not be used for any 
other purpose except as required by law.

How do alerts work?
When the city issues a message, it will be sent 
to all standard voice and text communication 
devices that you have registered, including 
landline phones, cell phones, e-mail, and more. 
If you don’t confirm receipt of the message, the 
system will try to reach your second contact 
number or email. The system will continue 
trying to contact you until it receives a receipt 
confirmation from you or has attempted to 
reach all of your registered devices.
Residents and businesses with listed telephone 
numbers have already been included in the 

system to receive emergency messages by 
landline phone. You may visit the city’s website 
to include additional ways to contact you or to 
receive non-emergency messages.

How does the city intend to use ParkAlert?
The city will use alerts for two purposes: 
Emergencies and non-emergencies.

Emergencies – A predicted event or sudden 
unforeseen crisis that affects public safety and 
requires immediate or predictable action. This 
may impact all or parts of the city. Weather-
related parking bans are a common example. 
Weather-related parking ban policies remain 
in effect and provide the official requirements 
with respect to weather events (three inches of 
snow or more and the parking ban immediately 
goes into effect), but the ParkAlert system will 
be used, like the city uses its website, social 
media sites, and parking hotline as a courtesy 
reminder about winter parking regulations.

Non-emergencies – These messages could 
include: a non-weather related event causing the 
need to ban parking in all or part(s) of the city; 
construction involving roads, especially when 
detours or delays in traffic flow are involved; 
significant city service interruptions that 
include planned or unplanned interruptions 
in city services such as water, sewer, garbage, 
yard waste or recycling collection, parks or 
Rec Center facilities; and other meetings and 
events, in particular special council meetings 
and city project meetings.

When will it NOT be used?
The system will NOT be used to notify 
residents about routine meetings or annual 
events. This is to maintain the long-term 
effectiveness of ParkAlert and not SPAM you.

How do I sign up?
Visit www.stlouispark.org and click on the 
ParkAlert icon on the homepage. Individuals 
with disabilities who need assistance can 
register by calling Jamie Zwilling at  
952-924-2632.

– Continued on page 11
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ParkPerspective
Experience CLEAN LIVING in the Park.

Remodeling Fair Coming Feb. 26... 
Celebrating 20 Years!

The ever-popular Home Remodeling Fair 
returns to the Eisenhower Community 
Center in Hopkins on Sunday, February 
26. This free event is sponsored by the 
cities of St. Louis Park, Minnetonka, 
Golden Valley, and Hopkins, as well as the 
Minnetonka, Hopkins and St. Louis Park 
Community Education departments.

The Home Remodeling Fair provides 
residents with ideas, information and 
resources to promote improvements to 
the housing stock in each community. 
The event features a variety of products 
and services related to home remodeling. 
Exhibitors include contractors, architects, 
landscapers, lenders, as well as city 
inspectors and other city departments.

Visitors to the fair also will learn more 
about “green” methods – environmentally 
aware ways to improve your home and 
yard. Seminars will feature information 
about green landscaping, home building 
and remodeling, and sustainability.

Seminars and Demonstrations 
A tremendous line-up of seminars and 
mini-demonstrations will be presented 
throughout the day for the do-it-yourself 
homeowner.

Idea Center – The Idea Center is packed 
full of a wide variety of experts to answer 
all your home and garden questions. At 
the “Ask a Pro” booth in the Idea Center, 
architects, landscape architects, kitchen 
designers and interior designers provide 
free, no-obligation advice, and people are 
encouraged to bring photos, sketches and 
questions. 

New This Year – Children can build a 
project and get their faces painted!

Visitors can sign up for numerous door 
prizes, and The Wetlands Café at 
Eisenhower will be open throughout the 
day for snacks, lunch and beverages. A full 
exhibitor listing and more information 
about the fair is available online at: www.
homeremodelingfair.com or www.facebook.
com/homeremodelingfair.

Pumpkin recycling 
is FREE and good for 
the environment 
Waste Management will start 
collecting pumpkins on Tuesday, 
Nov. 1 and end when yard waste 
collection ends – Saturday Nov. 26 
(weather dependent). Residents are 
asked to place pumpkins next to yard 
waste bags or branch bundles on their 
regular garbage collection day by 7a.m.  
If pumpkins are bagged, please 
remember to use compostable bags 
and limit the weight to less than 40 
pounds per bag. All candle wax, paint 
and decorations must be removed. 
Pumpkins will be composted along 
with yard waste at a commercial 
facility. For more information contact 
Waste Management at (763) 783-5423 
or Public Works at (952) 924-2555.

Yard waste 
pickup ends 
November 26
The yard waste 
collection season 
ends the week of 
Nov. 20, unless 
there is a significant 
snowfall before this 
week, then yard 
waste collection will 
end at that time. There is 
a $15 special collection fee for picking 
up yard waste bags or containers after 
Nov. 26. Remember, yard waste must 
be in containers or compostable bags 
and bagged separately from garbage. 
Set yard waste containers and bags at 
least five feet from your garbage carts.
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Experience CLEAN LIVING in the Park.

Clear an area for your 
carts and bins
Please set garbage carts and recycling bins 
at the curb or alley where collectors can 
easily get to them including:

• The area of your boulevard between 
the street and sidewalk

• Your driveway

• On your property next to your garage 
if you have an alley collection

• On your property adjacent to alley

If it has just snowed and your street hasn’t 
been plowed, place garbage carts and bins 
far enough away from the curb so they 
aren’t covered by snow from snowplows. 
If you don’t have space on your driveway, 
you will need to shovel an area clear 
of snow for your carts and bins in the 
boulevard area. Please don’t set your 
carts and bins on the top of snow banks. 
You must also remove all snow from the 
garbage carts and bins.

Choose to reuse
Hennepin County’s “Choose to Reuse 
Today” program encourages residents 
to buy used or rent before buying new 
products. Free coupon books will be 
available to residents in late September at 
City Hall, Westwood Hills Nature Center, 
The Rec Center, and the Municipal 
Service Center. Store coupons will be  
valid from Oct. 1 - Nov. 30. For details, 
visit Hennepin County’s website at  
www.hennepin.us/choosetoreuse

Holiday Tree Collection
Do you want your holiday tree to be 
reused as compost? Set it on the curb or 
alley on your regular collection day. Waste 
Management will collect trees the weeks 
of Jan. 1 and Jan 8. Before you set your tree 
out on the curb:

• Remove stands, lights, tinsel, 
decorations, etc.

• Wait until the day of — or the day 
before — your collection day to set out 
your tree so they don’t get stuck in the 
snow bank or ice.

Wreaths, garland, flocked trees and 
plastic tree bags can’t be composted. 
Before setting these out with your regular 
garbage, call Waste Management at  
(763) 783-5423 to see what extra charges 
will apply or just put the wreaths and 
garland in your cart. Waste Management 
will charge a special pickup fee of $15 
after the weeks of Jan. 1 and Jan. 8. Please 
call them at (763) 783-5423 to arrange for 
a special pickup. 

Online Solid Waste 
Survey Available
Public Works is conducting an online 
solid waste survey to gauge resident 
satisfaction and understanding of the 
solid waste program. Results will be used 
to identify areas of strength and identify 
where improvements to the solid waste 
program are needed. 933 solid waste 
customers received a mailed hard copy  
of the survey. Please do not fill out the 
online survey if you received a hardcopy in 
the mail. This survey is for St. Louis Park 
residents who are solid waste customers. 

www.stlouispark.org/garbage-recycling.html 

Organics recycling 
drop-off is now 
available for free!
Hennepin County residents and small 
businesses can bring up to 5 bags of 
organics per person per day for no charge 
to the Brooklyn Park Drop-off Facility. 
Organics must be bagged (and closed) in 
BPI-certified compostable plastic bags and 
must be separated from recyclables. For 
more information and drop-off hours call 
John Jaimez, Hennepin County, at  
(612) 348-5893. 

City information at 
your fingertips!
Like us on Facebook, follow us onTtwitter 
and visit www.stlouispark.org. Also check 
us out on Park TV cable channels 14, 15, 
16, 17 or 96.

Holiday garbage and 
recycling schedules 
Christmas Day & New Year’s 
Day Not Affected

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 24
Collection delayed one day, with 
Thursday collection on Friday and 
Friday collection on Saturday.

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25
No changes to your collection day.

New Year’s Day
Saturday, January 1
No changes to your collection day
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ParkPerspective
 Experience SAFETY in the Park.

With winter fast approaching, the St. 
Louis Park Police Department reminds 
you to take the following precautions:

Vehicle thefts
Never leave your vehicle running 
unattended. A running vehicle is an 
invitation for criminals, even if locked. 
A criminal can steal it in a matter of 
seconds.

Theft from automobiles
You can reduce your chances of being a 
theft from vehicle victim by following a 
few tips. Don’t leave laptops, GPS devices, 
cell phones, purses or other valuables 
in view. Lock items in your trunk for 
safekeeping. This is especially important 
during the holidays as criminals often 
target shopping areas looking for crimes 
of opportunity.

Holiday shopping
If your arms are full of shopping bags, 
make sure you’ve parked in well-lit areas. 
Walk in well-traveled areas or with other 
people.

Snowbird safety
Are you heading to a warmer climate 
this winter? If so, make sure your home 
is protected while away. Let neighbors 
know where you’ll be and leave contact 
information with someone who can get 
a hold of you in an emergency. Make 
sure you’ve arranged for snow removal if 
you have a sidewalk and consider having 
someone shovel your driveway for you. 
Criminals look for temporarily vacated 
properties to burglarize. For more crime 
prevention tips, visit the City’s website: 
www.stlouispark.org.

Winter safety tips

Vacant homes

File of Life saves
In a crisis situation, every second 
counts. A File of Life card helps 
rescue workers responding to your 
home guide on-site treatment and 
notify your doctor and family. The 
St. Louis Park Fire Department has 
File of Life kits (including a card) 
available FREE at City Hall.

FILE OF LIFE
Name:

Address:

Doctor: 
PHONE#:

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Name: 
Phone#:

Address:

Name: 
Phone#:

Address:

Help keep hydrants 
clear year-round
Please help to keep fi re hydrants in 
your neighborhood free of snow in 
the winter and plant overgrowth 
during the rest of the year.

The City of St. Louis Park has over 
1,700 hydrants. With that many 
hydrants, it is impossible to keep 
them accessible year round without 
your help. We ask everyone to help 
keep hydrants in your neighborhood 
accessible year round with three feet 
of clearance.

Firefi ghters often waste precious 
moments trying to access the 
hydrants. Fires grow very fast 
and the ability to access hydrants 
quickly could be the difference 
between extinguishing a small fi re 
and dealing with a fully engulfed 
house fi re. Please be considerate of 
your neighborhood and keep those 
hydrants accessible year round. The 
house you save may be your own!

St. Louis Park has been more fortunate 
than many communities during the 
foreclosure crisis, but we haven’t been 
immune and we need your help. Many 
of you have already been pitching in by 
cutting lawns at vacant homes, keeping 
an eye on suspicious activity and ensuring 
vacant properties don’t become a blight.

The city appreciates the community pride 
residents have shown. You can also help 
out by calling the city’s Report A Problem 
(RAP) line to let us know about vacant 
property issues. Whether it’s a newly 
vacated property due to foreclosure or 
one that’s been there for a long period of 
time, we’d like to know about it. It can 
be months before the city learns about 
problems at a property. 

Is there a vacant home you’re concerned 
about? Worried the grass is too long 
or snow isn’t being shoveled? Call the 
RAP line at (952) 924-2126 or email 
slpinspections@stlouispark.org. The 
Inspections Department has a voicemail 
and email box that allows a person to leave 
information regarding any property issues. 

The phone line and email are checked 
daily and any requests to inspect 
properties are forwarded to an inspector. 
The voicemail also allows for the caller 
to leave contact information if they wish 
to fi nd out what the course of action will 
be. The RAP line is also available if you’re 
concerned about occupied properties 
in your neighborhood too. For more 
information, visit www.stlouispark.org.
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Vision check-in 
scheduled 
St. Louis Park will hold 
a Community Check-In on 
Vision St. Louis Park and all are invited 
to attend. The check-in is designed to 
address the following questions:

• What progress has been made since 
2006-2007?

• Does the city understand your 
experiences and perceptions?

• What are community members 
thinking and feeling about Vision St. 
Louis Park and its progress?

• How can community members get 
involved?

The check-in will be held from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. on Jan. 12, 2012, at St. Louis Park 
City Hall – Council Chambers. For more 
information and to RSVP, please contact 
Debbie Fischer at dfischer@stlouispark.
org or (952) 924-2525. Senior citizens 
or other residents with transportation 
needs may also contact Fisher to make 
arrangements for free transportation to 
and from the event. 

If you spot a water 
main break
Winter temperatures bring frozen ground 
and increase the chances of water main 
breaks. If you happen to notice water 
running from the ground, through cracks 
in pavement or from behind curbing, 
it’s probably a water main break. Please 
call the Public Works Utilities Division 
immediately at (952) 924-2562. Call (952) 
924- 2618 after hours or on weekends. 

Fire permits
Remember, if you plan on having a 
recreational fire, you must have a permit. 
Permits are required for in-ground and 
above ground pits, fire rings, portable fire 
pits, bowls, chimneas and other approved 
wood burning devices. Natural gas or 
propane devices do not require a permit.

Recreational Fire permit applications are 
available online at www.stlouispark.org 
or at the Fire Department Administration 
Office during normal business hours and 
are free of charge.

Energy Assistance and 
Weatherization
Are you worried about your energy bill? 
There is help available! Call (952) 930-
3541 to learn more about the Energy  
Bill Supplement. 

Snow removal 
ordinance enforcement
Sidewalks are inspected on a random basis. 
Removal of loose snow accumulation 
greater than two inches is required to avoid 
receiving a citation. Failure to shovel may 
result in tagging and a fine.

The first offense fine for failing to shovel 
a sidewalk is $25. After that, the fine rises 
by $10 for each additional snowfall when 
the sidewalk is not shoveled. Residents 
should re-shovel their sidewalk if a plow 
passes and leaves snow on the path. Drivers 
should also avoid parking to block access 
to sidewalks at mid-block, which forces 
pedestrians to walk to the end of the block 
to reach the sidewalk.

To file a snow removal complaint, call 
(952) 924-2562 or e-mail pworks@
stlouispark.org.

Sidewalk snow  
removal tips
You – or anyone you hire – must throw 
snow onto your property, not the street. 
Shoveling snow onto streets creates unsafe 
driving conditions and violates city 
ordinance. For everyone’s safety, please 
shovel sidewalks promptly.

 City ordinance requires homeowners 
to shovel sidewalks on the same day of a 
snowfall, if six hours of daylight remain 
after the snow has stopped falling. 
Otherwise, sidewalks must be cleared by 
noon the following day. If you are leaving 
town for a few days or a few months, make 
arrangements for someone to shovel your 
walk while you are away. 

Experience SAFETY in the Park.
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ParkPerspective
Experience AWARDS in the Park.

Nominations 
Sought for Human 
Rights Award
The Human Rights Commission is 
seeking nominations for the 2011 
Human Rights Award. The award 
recognizes individuals, groups, 
organizations or businesses that have 
made an outstanding contribution 
toward increasing understanding and 
cooperation between people of different 
backgrounds in St. Louis Park.

For eligibility requirements and 
the nomination form, visit www.
stlouispark.org. Nominations are due 
Dec. 16, 2011. The recipient(s) will be 
selected by members of the St. Louis 
Park Human Rights Commission and 
the award will be presented at a City 
Council meeting.

Public buildings 
offer free WiFi
In a time when having wireless Internet 
access is increasingly important, 
the city has taken steps to add these 
connections in public buildings. Here 
is a brief overview of where you can go 
wireless in St. Louis Park city facilities:

• All three floors of St. Louis Park 
City Hall

• The St. Louis Park Police 
Department

• The Rec Center

• The Municipal Service Center

• Westwood Hills Nature Center 
main building and shelter building

• Lenox Community Center

The American Water Works Association’s 
Minnesota Section has named St. Louis 
Park Utilities Superintendent Scott 
Anderson its 2011 
George Warren Fuller 
award recipient.

George Warren 
Fuller Awards are 
presented annually by 
the American Water 
Works Association 
to the sections’ 
respective selected 
members for their distinguished service to 
the water supply field in commemoration 
of the sound engineering skill, the brilliant 
diplomatic talent, and the constructive 
leadership which characterized the life  
of George Warren Fuller, who led the  
field in the early 1900s.

Anderson has lived most of his life in 
the Park, graduated from St. Louis Park 
High School and joined the City of St. 

Louis Park in 1982. Like 
the award’s namesake, 
Anderson has spent 
years dedicated to his 
profession not only here 
in St. Louis Park but 
through his membership 
and leadership of his 
professional organizations.

In addition to his duties 
ensuring that St. Louis Park’s water is 
safe for all citizens, Anderson spends time 
educating youth in St. Louis Park Schools 
about our water system, he’s coached 
youth sports, read to school-aged children, 
volunteered with his church and worked 
with orphans in Russia.

Utilities Superintendent receives big award

City Engineer receives Spirit of  
St. Louis Park Award

The city is dedicated 
to providing quality 
customer service to its 
residents and business 
owners. To emphasize 
the organization’s 
commitment to 
excellence, the city 

started the “Spirit of St. Louis Park” Award 
in 1989 to recognize a city employee who has 
gone the extra mile. This year’s recipient is 
City Engineer Scott Brink.

According to Brink’s colleagues he deserved 
the award for his dedication and integrity to 
his position, his leadership abilities and his 
volunteer work. He was also noted for his 
attention to the quality of work – important 
to the small projects he’s a part of to the 
large, multi-million dollar projects that he 
leads. Brink is well respected as an engineer, 
is open to learning and also models wellness.

Brink is known as an avid biker and 
family man who seeks little recognition 
for his deeds. Outside of work he also has 
volunteered with Engineering Ministries 
International which has taken him to 
places such as Haiti, Honduras and Africa 
to do engineering work for free. Through 
a program called Engineers without 
Boundaries, he serves as a mentor to aspiring 
engineers.

City Manager Tom Harmening, in 
introducing Brink as the 2011 Spirit of St. 
Louis Park Award winner, said, “I believe this 
person is an unsung hero. In fact, according 
to the dictionary, an unsung hero is: One 
who does great deeds but receives little or no 
recognition for them... This year’s winner is 
Scott Brink, one of the unsung heroes!”
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Experience WINTER in the Park.

Test drive your 
business idea 
for free
Thinking about starting a new 
business or expanding an existing 
one? Here’s a chance to test drive 
your idea with a business advisor – 
for free!

As part of its Open to Business 
Program, the City of St. Louis 
Park is collaborating with the 
Metropolitan Consortium 
of Community Developers 
(MCCD) to provide one-on-
one counseling with a business 
advisor. This is an opportunity 
to help prospective and existing 
entrepreneurs with planning and 
organizing their business ideas, 
financial management, marketing, 
regulatory compliance and 
leasing or purchasing property. 
Additionally, a small business loan 
program can help entrepreneurs 
access the capital they need to start 
or grow their business.

To be eligible for the free services 
you must live or work in St. Louis 
Park; the business does not need to 
be located in the city.

Fifteen-minute walk-in meetings 
are available on the fourth Monday 
of each month from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. at St. Louis Park City Hall. 
Thirty-minute consultations are 
also available by appointment. 

For more information call 
Rob Smolund at MCCD at 
612.789.7337, ext. 11.

On-street parking is not allowed each time 
snowfall reaches three inches. This rule 
applies day or night, whether it’s 2 p.m. or 2 
a.m. - as soon as snow reaches three inches 
or more. Parking is permitted once streets 
have been plowed curb to curb. When snow 
accumulation is less than three inches, plows 
will be dispatched but parking is not banned. 
However, snowplow drivers can do a better 
job if you park off the street even during 
minor snowfalls.

If you aren’t sure if parking is banned, call 
the Winter Parking Hotline at (952) 924-
2180, visit the city’s website or check out the 
city’s Facebook page.

Vehicles parked on unplowed streets will 
be ticketed. If they’re not moved within 12 
hours of being ticketed, they can be towed.

Ticket and towing charges can  
include any of the following and 
can be higher:

•	 $42 minimum parking ticket (fee can  
be higher)

•	 $44.70 minimum towing charge 
(additional charges if the vehicle must  
be shoveled out or weighs more than  
one ton)

•	 $25 storage fee per day

•	 $10 notification fee

If your vehicle is ticketed or plowed-in, dig it 
out immediately and move it to a driveway, 
garage or plowed street. City ordinance 
prohibits vehicles from parking within 50 
feet (about two car lengths) of any snow left 
behind when plows went around parked cars. 
You can be ticketed and towed if you park 
too close to an unplowed area of the street.

If your vehicle is towed, call Bobby and 
Steve’s Auto World at (952) 831-5555 to find 
out where to pick up your vehicle.

Winter parking exceptions
For information on winter parking 
exceptions in certain neighborhoods or with 
permits, go to www.stlouispark.org, or call 
(952) 924-2562.

Winter parking enforcement

Receive courtesy notifications 
about winter parking bans by:

 
• Checking the city website
• Liking us on Facebook
• Following us on Twitter,
• Calling the Winter Parking Hotline

See page 5  
for details

Now using 
ParkAlert! 

Will I still get emergency notifications 
if I don’t sign up?
If you don’t sign up, you will still receive 
notifications on your listed traditional home 
or business phone, but nowhere else. If you 
have an unlisted number, you MUST sign 
up to receive alerts.

What if my phone number or email 
address changes?
The system is only as good as the 
information you provide. If your cell phone, 
work phone or email address changes, 
you must go to your profile and update 

the information. The one exception is 
listed traditional landlines. If a listed 
traditional landline changes to another listed 
landline number, that information will be 
automatically updated annually.

Will my contact information be  
shared with others?
No, the information that you provide will  
be used for alert purposes only. We will not 
give or sell your telephone numbers or email 
addresses to any vendor or other organization 
except as required by law.

New citizen alert tool keeps residents informed  
– Continued from page 5
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Experience CLEAN LIVING in the Park.

St. Louis Park is one of the few communities in the country 
that collects clothing, linens, and shoes with curbside recycling. 
This has made it possible for residents to help reduce the 
amount of clothes and linens that are sent to the 
landfill or incinerator. According to the most 
recent numbers from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (2009), in the U.S. nearly 
13 million tons of clothes and linens are 
needlessly discarded each year. Only 
15% are reused or recycled. 

Eureka Recycling, St. Louis Park’s 
recycling partner, collects clothes 
and linens at the curb through 
a partnership with US’Again, a 
national company that diverts good, 
used clothing and textiles from the trash. 
They distribute these materials to thrift stores and secondhand 
markets locally, throughout the U.S., and abroad. These are the 
same markets used by Goodwill and other thrift stress for their 
excess clothing.

On your recycling collection day, put your clean and dry 
reusable clothing and linens in a sturdy, plastic bag clearly 
marked “Clothes & Linens” next to your other recycling. 

If you prefer to donate your reusable clothes to local charities, 
we encourage you to do so. However, we know that many 

people need the convenience of curbside collection to help  
keep clothes and linens out of the trash. 

In addition, you can recycle clean, dry rags 
and worn and torn clothes at the curb. 

These items are separated from reusable 
clothes and sold to be recycled into items 

such  
as rags or stuffing for furniture.

Eureka Recycling is more than 
just a recycler—it is the only 

organization in Minnesota that 
specializes in zero waste. Eureka 

Recycling continually analyzes the 
impacts of adding new materials to its recycling program to 
ensure the highest environmental benefit from recycling.

If you have questions about recycling clothes and linens 
or other ways to reduce waste at home, please call Eureka 
Recycling’s Zero-Waste Hotline at (651) 222-SORT (7678). 
Eureka Recycling has a wide range of initiatives designed to 
prevent the needless wasting of our discards through reuse, 
recycling, composting, waste reduction, producer  
responsibility and more.

Include clothes and linens in your recycling!

Brooklyn Park drop-off facility stops 
accepting household garbage
Hennepin County’s Brooklyn Park 
Drop-off Facility will no longer 
accept trash from residents after 
Dec. 31, 2011. The space that is 
currently used for residential trash 
drop-off will instead be leased to 
Minnesota-based Rational Energies 
for a new project that will separate 
metals and plastics for recycling out 
of the trash brought into the transfer 
station by haulers. Household 

hazardous wastes, recyclables, 
organics and other materials will 
still be accepted from residents. 
For more information, including a 
complete list of acceptable and non-
acceptable items and directions, call 
Hennepin County Environmental 
Services at 612-348-3777 or visit 
www.hennepin.us/dropoffs. 

America Recycles Day  
is Nov. 15
More than a celebration, America Recycles 
Day is the only nationally recognized day 
dedicated to the promotion of recycling in 
the United States. One day to educate and 
motivate. One day to get our neighbors, 
friends and community leaders excited about 
what can be accomplished when we all work 
together. One day to make recycling bigger 
and better 365 days a year. Get involved!  
http://americarecyclesday.org/


